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1 0 - 3 1 - 4 4 :  C a l l e d  M i s s  T h o m s o n  

a n d  t o l d  h e r t h a t  a n y  g i f t s  w h i c h  

s h e  h a d  s u g g e s t e d  a s  w e l l  a s j i g  s a w  p u z z l e s ,  

c o l o r e d  p i c t u r e s ,  e t c .  w o u l d  b e  v e r y  a c c e p t a b l e .  

A s k e d h e r  i f  s h e  k n e w  t h e  R e v .  W a l t e r  V A t e r  w h o  

h a d  b e e n  t r a n s f e r r e d  f r o m  F a i r b a u l t t o  t h e  T r i n i t y  

M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h ,  S t .  P a u l ,  s i n c e  h e  h a d  b e e n  

a  c h a m p l a i n  h e r e . S h e  s t a t e d  t h a t  s h e  h a d  m e t  

h i m  b u t  t h o u g h t  t h e  i d e a  h a d  c o m e  f r o m  R o c h e s t e r

t h r o u g h  M i s s  W i l l i a m s ,  t h e  w e l f a r e  w o r k e r .  A s  

m i s s  T h o m s o n  w i l l  w r i t e  t o  t h e c h u r c h e s  o f f e r i n g  

g i f t s ,  s h e  s a i d  i t  w o u l d  n o t  b e  n e x e s s a r y  t o  t y p e  a  

r e p l y  t o  s h i  l e t t e r .   C P .O c t o b e r  3 0 ,  1 9 4 4 D r .  E . J .  

E n g b e r g  /  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  /  S c h o o l  f o r  t h e  F e e b l e m i n d e d  

/  F a i r b a u l t ,  M N M y  D e a r  D r .  E n g b e r g ,

Several days ago I attended a meeting of Methodist women from 

all over the southern part of the State. I  was surprised when one of them, 

in making a report and suggesting what young people might do, said that the 
School for the Feebleminded at Faribault had no o rg an ized group that did 
anything for the children and that possibly groups of young people might do 

something there. I arose to express appreciation and later one of the women 
from a very small church at Granada asked me specifically what could be done 

by the children, and whether i f  they made scrap books they could be used by 

your children. I told her I thought they could but that I also had an idea, 
although I do not know whether it would be approved by you.

I had a feeling that there must be children in the institution 
who never get cards or small gifts through the mail or have visitors, and 
that if  a Sunday school class, or a member of a Sunday school class, could 

be given the name of some child with the idea of the chronological and men

tal age, birthday cards and smal1 Christmas gift might be sent. Ihe idea 
seemed to please, and I agreed to write and ask whether something of this 
sort would be approved and also what sort of things might be made by the, 
children that could be used by your children. Would scrap books, stuffed 
animals or dolls be acceptable? If  you think that the idea is one you would 

like to foster, I believe that if  this one church does something the infor
mation could be given to others and that you might have several churches 
where the young people would be glad to do something for the pleasure of 
your children.

Very truly yours,

Miss Mildred Thomson, Head
MT:am Bureau for Feebleminded & Epileptic



S T A T E  O F  M I N N E S O T A  

D E P A R T M E N T O F  S O C IA L  S E C U R IT Y  
D IV IS IO N  O F  P U B L I C  I N S T I T U T I O N S

October 31, 1944

M rs. Lowell 
Wood Granada, Minnesota

My Dear Mrs. Wood:

I told you at the Annual Meeting of the W.S.C.S last week I would 
w rite  D r. E n gberg  at the  School for th e Feeb lem in d ed  in  Faribau lt, in  o rd er to  
find out w hat they w ould like for the children. D r. E n gberg  an d  h is 

w h ole  staff w ere  delighted  at the idea that th ere  m ig h t b e  in tere st 
sh o w n  in  th e  ch ild ren  an d  so m eth in g  d o n e  fo r th e ir p le a su re .  H o w e v e r , h e  fe lt  
it  b e st  n o t to  g iv e  n a m e  a s  I  h a d  su g g e ste d p o s s ib le  b u t  ra th e r  th a t  th e  g ifts  
b e  se n t to  th e  in stitu tio n , so m e  o f w h ich m ig h t b e  u se d  in  th e  lib ra ry  o r  fo r  
a  g ro u p , b u t a n y  se n t n e a r  C h ris tm a s c o u ld  b e  p u t  a s id e  a n d  th e n  g iv e n  to  

th e  ch ild re n  w h o  h ad  n o th in g  b u t th e  can d y  p ro v id e d

b y  th e  S ta te . 
Som e ch ild ren  are  sen t a  goo d  d eal a t C h ristm as an d  o th ers h ave  n o  

gift.Y o u r  i d e a  o f  s c r a p  b o o k s  
w a s  v e r y  p l e a s i n g ,  e i t h e r  f o r  
a n  i n d i - v i d u a l  o r  t o  b e  
u s e d  b y  t h e  l i b r a r i a n  
o r  i n  s o m e  o t h e r  m a n n e r  
f o r  a  g r o u p . I t  w a s  
a l s o  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  
t h e  o l d  C h r i s t m a s  c a r d s  
o r  o t h e r  p i c t u r e s  o f  a n y
k i n d ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  n o t  
m a d e  i n t o  s c r a p  
b o o k s ,  a r e  e n j o y e d  b y  t h e  

c h i ld r e n . I f  y o u  c h i l d r e n  m a k e  
cotton stuffed toys they are great facorites withsome of the little ones. They also like games and cards and puzzles, jigsaw puzzles being a favorite. There are so many children there for whomvery little is done by family or friends, and while the State does allthat is can for their happiness it is rather meager for those who havenothing done by outsiders at Christmas time.  Therefor, anything thatyour children can do will 

be greatly appreciated and should be sent toDr. E. J.Engberg, Station A at Faribault, Minnesota.Thank you very much for your interest.Very Sincerely

( M i s s )  

Mildred 

T h o m s o n M T : a m

C C - D r  E n g b e r g M r s .  C h a r e l s  W e g n e r



DEcember 20, 1944

Mrs .  Lowe l l  Wood
President of the W.S.C.S Granada, 

M i n n e s o t a

D e a r  M r s .  W o o d :

We received your box of dolls and toys
for our children and are very grateful for 

them. One of the dolls w ith  the light 
hair is  going  to  be  given  to  th re e  litt le  
girls in the kindergarten who do not have a 
doll to play with. The other gifts will be
distributed wherever there is someone who 
does not receive  a  box  from  hom e. Our children  
enjoy just the kind of toys which your 
organization selected. We also appreciate the  
work involved in m aking the toys.

 
Very Truly yours,

E . J . 

Engberg, M.D.SuperintendentCP:RRcc - Miss Thomson


